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Building design; commercial and mixed use development.

General. It is the policy of the Town to encourage building designs and materials to be
architecturally compatible with the historic, natural and mountain environment of the Town.

To accomplish this goal, new development should meet a majority of the following design
guidelines:

1)

Building orientation. Buildings should be oriented parallel to the primary street front. A
skewed building orientation should be avoided.

2)

Building elements and materials.
a.

Building facades should incorporate a variety of materials.

b.

Porches with wooden posts, columns or functional awnings should be

incorporated into the building design. All porches and awnings should have an
eight- foot minimum clearance.
c.

Building materials shall be compatible and in harmony with the natural setting of
the Town. The use of natural stone masonry, exposed wood structural beams,

logs, heavy timbers, stucco and masonry are all acceptable materials. The use of
stone or masonry as a foundation up to a height of at least thirty-six (36) inches is
encouraged.

d.
3)

The back of a building shall have the same overall design as the front of a building.

Mass. The mass of the building should be compatible to adjacent buildings. Long,
uninterrupted exterior walls and/ or roof lines should be avoided to break up the mass

of the building.
4)

Roof elements and design. Where pitched roofs are used, they shall be designed in a
manner that provides variation in roof lines to break up large expanses of roof and to
add architectural interest to the roof.

5)

Colors. Color schemes for both the building and roof should be compatible and found in
the

natural

landscape,

such

as

earth-

toned

solids (

browns,

greens,

greys,

etc.),

bedrock

and woodland vegetative growth. High- contrast or bright colors, where desired, should
be reserved for trim and accent.
6)

Windows. Display windows on the first floor should face the primary street frontage and
provide visual interest.

7)

Energy conservation. Buildings should take advantage of a south- facing orientation for
passive or active solar heat gain to the greatest extent possible. The implementation
and operation of systems or devices which provide an effective means of renewable
energy are encouraged.

b)

Building height in Planned Developments. Proposed height limits may be renegotiated at the
PD District plan amendment stage. Final height of buildings may be negotiated by the
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Planning Commission at the final PD plan stage and subject to further negotiation and/ or the
approval of the Board of Trustees. Height negotiations are to be carried out in relation to the

following characteristics of the proposed buildings or other improvements:
1)

Its geographical

2)

The probable effect on slopes, soils and other hazardous terrain;

3)

Adverse visual effect to the adjacent public and private property, rights- of-way or other

location;

areas in the immediate vicinity;
4)

Potential problems for adjacent public and private sites caused by shadows, loss of air
circulation or closing of view;

5)

Influence on the general vicinity, with regard to contrasts, vistas and open space;

6)

The extent to which potential adverse effects are eliminated or reduced by such factors

as spacing between buildings and limitation of the ground areas occupied by such
buildings;
7)

The extent to which building height will contribute to the environmental amenities and
increased efficiency of the development by allowing for more open space, the more
efficient provision of utilities and other services, and other desirable effects;

8)

Its potential for improving the level of privacy in adjacent residential areas;

9)

Its potential for being compatible with the scale of the surrounding natural
environmental

10)
c)

and built areas; and

Public safety considerations.

Building spacing in Planned Developments.
1)

Each planned development shall provide reasonable visual and acoustical privacy for

buildings. Fences, insulation, walks, barriers, landscaping and sound- reducing
construction techniques shall be used as appropriate for the aesthetic enhancement of

property and the privacy of its occupants, the screening of objectionable views or uses
and

d)

the

reduction

of noise.

Riverwalk Mixed Use Overlay District. In addition to the provisions of Subsection ( a) above,
the development of any new building or structure in the Riverwalk Mixed Use Overlay District

should be of such a design so as to contribute to the architectural identity of the emerging
Riverwalk
1)

District.

Buildings should front on streets, or along the river as may be appropriate, in order to
create

2)

a sense

of enclosure.

Parking should be located either behind buildings to screen vehicles from sight or so as
to reduce impacts to the pedestrian environment along streets or the river.

3)

Building elements and materials should ensure that design within the Riverwalk District
reflects the funky/ eclectic character of Fraser.
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